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In power, BJP vows to
address traders’ iISsues

PNS m NEW DELHI

he BJP on Thursday indicated that if voted

to power it would set up a “mechanism” in
the Government that progressively turns into
s Lt paios by o

. o e .

Federation of Traders, BJP’s prime ministerial
candidate and Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi and former BJP president Murli Manohar
Joshi gave enough hints that the tracers' demand
WO bereﬂectedinpm‘ty:fbmsniefgsto.th Tthesis | o5 g

The 10-point charter submitted to the two g prime ministerial candidate Narencra Modi and senior
leaders by Federation's general secretary includ-  gp jgadpr Myuri; Manohar Joshi a the Traders' Natinl
ed announcement of a national trade policy, a g mmit in New Delni on Thursday PTI
separate Ministry and setting up of a trade
board at the Centre and States to regulate trade  labourers, traders are also a neglected lot though
and pension for traders after 60 y’ear_ofage._ they provide maximum employment which was

Modi said Joshi, who was at the head of BJP’s  the basic task of a Government.
manifesto committee, has “a big role to play” and While speaking about the pivotal role
would look into all issues raised by the traders. played by traders contributing 15 per cent of
Hesaidhisparg’shnagewasﬂmt veare party the GDP, Joshi said “Chai bechte-bechte, Modi
of businessmen” and quipped it meant “we must  PM hone wale hain, dhyan dena chahiye ahchi
have done som to earn this title. chai hi nahin achcha PM bhi milne wala hain,”

Describing Modi as “future PM of the evoking peels of la‘;ght_cr among the audience
country’, Joshi said like small farmers and and a smile on Modi’s face.

™




AR Ay 73
283 W\

= i

BJP leaders MLr'| Menohar Joshi and Narendra Mcdi during -he Traders' National
Sumnmit in Mew Celhi on Thursday. : — PTI
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¥ Is BJP signalling a shift in FDI line?
Modi: Don't run, try to
face global challenge

Praises traders’
risk-taking; to
scrap laws that
are not needed

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 27

In what appeared to be a
significant shift in the
BJP's stated position on
FDI in multi-brand retail,
the party’'s PM candidate
Narendra Modi on
Thursday asked the
traders’ community not to
“run away from global

challenges, but face them”,

and also promised to scrap
all “wvnnecessary laws”,
saying it appeared the gov-
ernment believed that “all
are thieves”. Praising the
“risk-taking” ability of
traders, which he said was
“more than that of a sol-
dier”, he said the govern-
ment must help them
spread their influence
across the globe.

Mr Modi, projecting him-
self as a leader who does
not succumb to pressures,
appeared to target Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
‘over his eailier remarks on
“coalition compuisions”?,
saying that “alliances can-
not be blamed for corrup-
tion".

Mr Modi, who attended
three separate events in
New Delhi on Thursday,
said the country could
progress only if it was run
“together” by the Prime

BJP PM candidate Na

rendra Modi addresses members at

the Confederation of All-India Traders national summit in

New Delhi on Thursday.

Minister and chief minis-
ters, which he said was the
true spirit of federalism.

“I don’t know if it will
benefit me politically... The
trading community should
not run away from global

— SONDEEP SHANKAR

challenges. They ' should
not think they will die if
businesses go online... You
demand from the govern-
ment help to build your
capacity to meet chal-
W Turn to Page 3
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Modi: ‘Tryface challenge

B Continued from Page 1

-lenges. A small town
buyer is also looking for
branded products. We
should not meet to decide
how to escape from this,
but how to take it on. You
should enhance your qual-
ity and filter out those
whose quality is suspect,”

Mr Modi said while
addressing the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT).

It may recalled that till
. now the BJP central lead-
ership has consistently
- opposed the government’s
 move to allow 51 per cent
. FDI in multi-brand retail.
i The party stalled several
Parliament sessions on the
issue, with Leaders of the
Opposition Sushma
Swaraj and Arun Jaitley
making fiery speeches
against the move.

Sharing traders’ con-
cerns over “complicated
and too many” laws in the
country, he said even he

felt at times that a law
should be made that stipu-
lated that a new law will
come into force only when
10 old laws are scrapped.
“There is a web of law. You
give us strength so that we
(when in power) could
repeal one law every
week,” he said, adding
that he favoured reform-
ing of laws.

While Mr Modi did not
offer any specific promise
to traders on their charter
of demands, he did refer to
the BJP's pro-trader image
to give them reassurance,
He added that the external
affairs ministry  still
worked in the old way,
focusing on diplomacy and
intelligence  gathering,
when trade was the
“biggest tool of spread-
ing” influence around the

world. He said, “Instead of .

calling coalitions as com-
pulsions, the question is
whether you have a zero
tolerance policy towards

corruption or not. And if
the people at the top are
resolute in this aspect, the
situation can improve. So
the coalitions should not
be blamed.” He was
responding at a chartered
accountants’ event to a
question on the PM’s earli-
er remark about “coalition
compulsions™ on various
problems. He also said the
BJP was not opposed to
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) and instead
blamed the UPA govern-
ment for not doing enough
preparation for its imple-
mentation. Mr Modi said
governments should meet
the objectives for which
they were formed, and
there was no point in lead-
ing a government that was
unable to do so. “The main
grudge against me is that I
don’t succumb to pres-
sure... There are people
who have made a living on
the basis of this grudge,”
he said.



MODI SIGNALS
SHIFT, BATS
nianmu
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NEW DELHE: BJP’s PM candidate
Narendra Modi on Thursday
called upon Indian traders not
to get mtim.ldated by big retail
chains and instead learn to
compete and work with them,

signalﬁngashiftinthepaﬂys'

stand that has opposed the entry
of global supermarkets,

“We should not worry about
the challenges from global
trade,” Modi told a meeting of
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT),

“The government should not
look to curb online trade. We
should not worry about these
things our children have taken
IT to the world. We'll have to
embrace it.”

The BJP and CAIT have so far
opposed foreign investment in
multi-brand retail stores, argu-
ing that it would put the liveli-
hood of millions of neighbour-
hood grocery stores and street
vendors at risk.

Last month, the BJP- ruled
Rajasthan government and the
erstwhile Aam gov-
ernment in Delhi had reversed
the decision to allow global
ebains to set up superstores.

norms arming state govern-
ments with the power to allow
or prohibit FDI upto 51% in
multi-brand retail.

Modi also vowed to eliminate
red tape and favoured the roll-out
of a unified goods and services
tax (GST).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Modi signals... -
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“As far as BJP is concernied, we -
are in favour of theGS'I:No %
should have any doubts re
it," he said.

Modi also shot back at the *
finance minister Chidam
for his comments on his knuw
edge of economics. In an in
view, Chidambaram had said the
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Mum on retail FDI, Modi asks
traders to face global challenge

“TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: B./P’s prime
ministerial candiiate Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday urged
Indian business not to fear
to smash the webof complex
rules with an overhaul of the
‘governance structure.
»For e-commerce, P 18
Speaking at taree events
technology to deepen their ~malls in small shops by forg- by theglc el challenges,” Mo-
; 3 ing '_l_lwtth] ge players, di said without commit
ﬁ “ don't know whether it will hisstanez onallowingforeign

ting e-commerce,
Modi calls for abolishing
outdated legislation

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP’s primeministerial candidate
Narendra Modi, who spoke at three events
here, used the opportunity to givesome indica-
tion of hiseconomicvision inthelead-upto the
national elections later in the year. His crities,
including finance minister P Chidambtaram,
have raised doubts about his knowledge of éco-
nomicsand ability to tackle complex economic
issues while his backers cite his record as Guj-
arat CM and his development model.

“you ask the government to help you build
yourcapabilitiestomeetthe global challenges.
The government should focus on that
and not say close online. How will you stop on-
line?” asked Modi urging the traders to im-

. prove their delivery systems and step up on-
line marketing.

He said the consumers in small towns and
cities have become brand consciousand small
traders should seize the opportunity to service
thisdemand.

“Donot be scared by these things. Our chil-
dren have taken IT to the world. You have toem-
brace modern scienceand technology. Setupe-
commerce. You can set up virtual malls in
small shops,” Modi said. The BJP has opposed
the entry of global retailers such as Wal-Mart
and Tescoand its government in Rajasthan has
reversed a decision to allow foreign chains in
the multi-brand retail sector.

Modi, who isseenasa tough administrator,
also called for eliminating outdated laws
which have stifled the common man and the
business community.

“Sometimes I feel that there is a need to
devise alaw which would ensure thatanew law
will be enacted only when 10 old and outdated
laws are done away with,” Modi said, while
callingfor an across the board overhaul of gov-
ernmentmachinery.

For thefull report, log on to wwuw.timesofirdia.com
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Modi bats for empowered
states, pro-trader policies

M POST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: BJP PM candidate
Narendra Modi, while taking the

side of small traders in the midst of

global challenges, called for virtual
- malls’ using technology. He also
said states need to be empowered.
‘Theidea of state empowerment
was first stressed by West Bengal
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
who had said the country should
be run by the state governments
and not by Delhi alone.

Modi, while addressing a gath-
ering of the Confederation of All
India Traders at Siri Fort Audito-
rium, said, ‘I think time has come
that the traders should use technol-
ogy to set up virtual malls. Today,
people living in rural areas are

looking for branded goods and to
reach the target the traders have
to opt for technology’ :
He said, ‘Small businessmen
can do big business by setting
virtual units. They can improve the
delivery systems and go for online
marketing. No need to fear global

challenges. Set up virtual malls

using science and technology to
improve businesses!

While hinting at FDI and
admitting the party’s pro-traders
policies, he said, ‘We don't have to
fear the global challenges. We can,
in fact, convert this into an oppor-
tunity and out-run our global
rivals. More than our soldiers, it
is our traders who are known for
their risk-taking capacity,

‘I’ a two way system. A small

trader can only flourish when a
common man will have the capac-
ity to buy the products. And to
maintain the balance, the govern-
ment will have to take strong mea-
sures to improve man ing,
the Gujarat chief minister said.
“The fashion of running the coun-
try from Delhi should be stopped
for better trade; he said.

Modi’s message to the traders
to work with large modern stores
and online retailers could be seen
as a pro foreign investment signal.
Without going in to the details on
foreign investments, he said, the
small traders should emphasized
more on quality products so that
they can compete better and could
enter into contracts with big online
retailers to create ‘virtual trade.
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PLEASE-ALL MESSAGE 1

Modi bats for a new
federal compact

BJP leader promises
unqualified support for
reforms, guarantee to
provide every citizen
with basic entitlements

By GYAN VARMA &
AsiT RANJAN MISHRA
NEW DELHI
he Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty's (BJP) prime ministeri-
al candidate, Narendra
Modi, on Thursday renewed his
appeal for an electoral mandate,
this time with the promise of
ushering in a new federal com-
pact between the Union and the
states, unqualified support for
economic reforms, and a guar-
antee to provide every citizen
with basic economic entitle-
ments.
At once, in his please-all mes-

| sage, he was addressing three

sets of key stakeholders: poten-
tial political allies, foreign inves-
tors and the general public. The
cornerstones that would enable
the broad vision that he laid out
was what he referred to as the
three D’s: demography, democ-
racy and demand.

Simultaneously, using the
platforms provided by the three
back-to-back events, Modi did
not miss out on listing out his
credentials as an efficient ad-
ministrator as chief minister of
Gujarat since 2001. And signifi-
cantly, he made the argument
that his lengthy tenure at the
state level made him the perfect
candidate to lead the vision
wherein the Centre and the
states do not view each other as
adversaries.

On his own role, Modi main-
tained that he saw himself as a
“trustee” —drawing from the role
Mahatma Gandhi had outlined
for himself while spearheading
the movement for independ-
ence.

In this context, Modi offered
his unequivocal support for the
implementation of the single
goods and services tax (GST)—a

[fel E-COMMERCE

to FDI in multi-brand retail.

| $< GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

ongoing.

., EDUCATION

CORRUPTION

| 00 CENTr

decision-making.

key reform measure that would
for the first time economically
unify the country. He clarified
that neither the BJP-ruled states
nor the party had opposed GST
and instead blamed the lack of
progress on tardy efforts by the
Union government.

“The BJP favours GST. Howev-
er, the IT (information technolo-
gy) infrastructure is not ready,
without which GST cannot be

e online trade but silent on FDI in e-commerce. BJP opposed

@ Sees transparency and end to discriminatory power
in decision-making as a solution.

@ Has passed Lokpal and whistleblower protection Bills.

@ Wants empowered states and participative

@ Centre has been at odds with states on many of its
proposals such as National Counter-Terrorism = -
Centre and communal violence Bill. )

® Modi @ UPA

@ Has allowed 51% FDI in multi-brand retail. Has started a public
discussion on allowing FDI in e-commerce.

@ Favours GST but says T infrastructure need to be built irst to
" implement GST and that concerns of the states need to be addressed.
® Wants to push through GST at the earliest. Work on GST networkis

® Ministry of external affairs should focus only on economic diplomacy
and creating enabling circumstances for Indian exports.

@ Still focuses on conventional po itical diplomacy though in the past
decades has had specialized divisions to deal with energy security,
development assistance, public diplomacy, and e-governance and
information technology, besides multilateral economic diplomacy units for
Group of Twenty and Asean nations.

@ Wants a focus on teacher training.
@ Focus on bringing children to classrooms and preventing dropouts.

implemented. The state govern-
ments also had their concerns,
which the Centre should have |
handled sympathetically,” Modi
said at a meeting with members
of an association of financial
consultants.

The Gujarat chief minister also
spoke at a national convention of
traders and at the India Econom-

TURN TO PAGE 3@
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Modi bats for a new
federal compact

» FROM PAGE 1

ic Convention 2014 event.

He stressed the need for main-
taining the sanctity of constitu-
tional institutions, and accused
the Congress-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment of eroding it by attacking
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) and the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC).

Modi said widening differenc-
es between the Union and state
governments were resulting in a
trust deficit. He also listed other
shortcomings the UPA govern-
ment had brought about—a se-
curity deficit, a governance defi-
cit and what he called a moral
deficit, apparently a reference to
corruption scandals.

Promising conciliation be-
tween the Centre and the states if
elected, Modi said he would
strive to evolve a team where the
Prime Minister is assisted by the
chief ministers and would not re-
strict it only to the union Cabi-
net.

“Development cannot happen
in isolation. It should be inclu-
sive and futuristic,” Modi said.
“It is sad that development is
only limited to government. We
have to build a mass movement
for development. People must
feel that they are working for the
development of the country. The
agenda for speedy economic
growth should be inclusive...re-
sponsive to innovations and the
economic agenda must trans-
lates into human wellbeing and
assured social justice,” Modi
said.

The vision statement that
Modi sought to stitch together
provides equal representation to
both pushing economic reforms
and ensuring growth was inclu-
sive.

Addressing a meeting of trad-
ers in the morning, Modi argued
that it was the government'’s pri-
mary task to develop the capaci-
ty of domestic business so that

LJP returns to NDA,
seat-sharing finalized

New Delhi: Ahead of the Lok Sabha
election scheduled to be held by May
this year, Ram Vilas Paswan-led Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) returned to the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
after a seat-sharing agreement in
Bihar was finalized on Thursday night
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has agreed to give LJP seven out of
40 seats at stake in Bihar, said BJP
president Rajnath Singh. P

they are able to face up to global
challenges. Merely banning
competition from, for instance,
e-commerce was not the solu-
tion, he said.

“The main work for the exter-
nal affairs ministry is to look af-
ter trade and commerce of the
country. When the BJP comes 0
power and forms the govern-
ment, the main work will be o
fill the gaps created in the last
decade,” said Modi.

Describing the trading com-
munity as the backbone of the
economy, he said: “Trade and
business are the oldest ways o
influence international relations.
It also helped integrate people of
different regions.”

Traders, he said, must create
virtual malls by using modern
technology—if books were avail-
able online, he said, then there
was little reason for anyone to
visit a shop. The trick, he said,
was to expand the market
through a more equitable distri-
bution of the benefits of growth
so at to expand purchasing pow-
er.
Modi also emphasized that the
government must be policy-driv-
en and should not discriminate
between people. He said the
government must make use of
technology to increase transpar-
ency and thereby contain cor-
ruption.

“There needs to be a debate
about ways to check corruption
from the beginning rather than
take steps after it has been com-
mitted,” Modi added.

Attacking the growing ine-
quality in the economy, he said
the government must be able to
provide a “certain quality of life”
to all citizens. While talking
about improving the quality of
life, Modi said the government
must not only focus on educa-
tion, but also on improving edu-
cation infrastructure; there must
be a greater focus on improving
the quality of healthcare.

“Do we not want people to live
with respect? Do we all not want
to improve our quality of life?
Can we not provide certain level
of quality of life? Dignity is an is-
sue in this country. There should
be dignity of labour. Dignity
must be handled with care,” said
Modi.

Some experts reacted positive-
ly.
“What I found most interest-
ing is his focus on moral (deficit)
and how he brought up the con-
cept of Gandhian trusteeship. I
have not heard him speak about
it earlier,” said Arvind Virmani, a
former chief economic adviser in
the finance ministry.

Political experts say Modi is
using his interactions with the
business community as some
kind of an outreach programme
to win over voters.

“It is known that traders and
business community vote for the
BJP, but now with these pro-
grammes, Narendra Modi is try-
ing to consolidate his votes be-
fore the election,” said Badri
Narayan, an Allahabad-based
political analyst. “The BJP and its |
prime ministerial candidate are
not known to believe in holistic
development, but Modi is talking
about it now. He tried to please
all the sections in his meetings
before the election because this
is an outreach programme.”

gyan.v@livemint.com




Don’t run from big
retail chains,
face them, Modi
tells traders

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 27

THE BJP’S prime ministerial candidate Narendra
Modi Thursday told small traders they have to accept
the presence of large retail chains instead of “running
away” from the chal-

lenges posed by them. BUM“Q'
The Gujarat chief

minister’s comment is
the first clear statement
in favour of big retail and
e-commerce from the
party that has publicly
opposed foreign direct
investment, especially in

deatth
multi-brand retail. o
“There is no need

6.
~ (aps - thin
a(nﬁp unthinking”
to fear global chal-

lenges, try to convert the situation into an opportu-
nity. Make the most of this situation. We are a pow-
erful nation and have taken a lead in information

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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From the FRONT PAGE

‘Don’t run from big retail chains, face them’

| DON'T NEED BOOKS, MODI TELLS PC

NEW DELHI: The war of words between Narendra Modi and Finance
Minister P Chidambaram continued Thursday with the former saying
the minister will not be able to do the good work of bringing in the

technology. This is the age of
online marketing, accept

| modern science and make usc

ofit,” Modisaid.
Modi surprised small
traders with his inaugural

| speech atthe Traders National

Convention as they have ex-
pressed fears of being
swamped by organised retail
and had expected Modi to
highlight those concerns.

While Modi made no di-
rect mention of FDI in any of
his three speeches in Delhi
Thursday, he said his party
supports the roll-out of a na-
tional Goods and Services tax,
amajor demand from industry
for the next Central govern-
ment.

Instead, he said small
traders must learn to build
brands and go online, creat-
ing virtual malls to take on
large and multinational retail-
ers. “Customers from even
small towns are now going for
branded stuff. They are going
to malls to buy them. Small
traders can build avirtual mall
by getting into agreements
with brands. You can have a
virtual mall in small shops at
the click of a button,” he said.

Just weeks ago, Ra-

Goods and Services Tax.

In another potshot, Modi responded to Chidambaram's jibe that his
knowledge of economics could fit on the back of a postage stamp.
“My knowledge of the economy will not occupy even a postal stamp.
My entire knowledge is confined to only one word —trustee, like
Gandhiji talked about trusteeship. Thisis all the knowledge I need.
You are the trustee of the country's resources, not its owner. | don‘t
need books for this,” Modi told the India Economic Convention.
When the need arises, he would employ experts to deal with eco-

nomicissues, he said. ENS
jasthan’s BIP government be- “This looks like a strate-
came the second state after  gicdirectionwhichis being set
Delhitoroll back the permis-  ahead ofthe electionsandit’sa
siongivento foreigndirectin- very welcome one. These
vestmentofupto50percentin  commentsand clarity will help

multi-brand retail. Other BJP
ruled states have not permit-
ted such FDI and analysts said
Modi’s views could force are-
think.

Global retailers such as
Walmart, Tesco and Carrefour
who had shown interest in In-
dia have since gone slow on
their plans while even single-
brand retailers such as Tkea
have decided to pause despite
getting all clearances.

Modi’s statements were
lapped by big retailers.

everyone in the industry and
foreign players to take deci-
sions,” Kishore Biyani, CEO
of Future Group, told The In-
dian Express.

Modi used the three dif-
ferent platforms to give some
indicators of the economic
policies the BIP could follow if
elected to power.

“In the last 10 years we
have lost out...We talk about
fiscal deficit but we have gover-
nance deficit, deficit of vi-
brancy in democratic institu-

tions, ease of doing business
deficit, security deficit,” he
said at the India Economic
Convention.
“We need to restore the
th of common people. We
don’t have direction, dedica-
tion and determination. Bad
governance is like diabetes.
More than policies we need
governance...Whatwe need is
acomplete overhaul of the de-
‘partmental system. Laws
should be made simple,” he
said.

Economic  decisions,
Modi said, should not be
taken under the influence of
politics. “If the purpose for
which the government has
been constituted isn’t served,
there is no point in running the
government,” he said.

Modisaid GST introduc-
tion was delayed as the Cen-
tre had not been able to pre-
pare for it and had not listened
sympathetically to the states.

“I have met the finance
minister and told him if the IT
backbone is not created GST
cannot come through,” Modi
said, without specifying why
Gujarat has been opposing
the Bill despite the Centre’s
compensation offer.
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 BJP'S RETAIL RETHINK?

Traders should
Compete with
Modern Stores,
SaysModi

Lays out reformist'
agenda & promises
effective policy
implementation

OURBUREAU
NEW DELHI|

Narendra Modi, the BJP's

‘prime ministerial candidate,
said on Thursday India’s trad-
ers and grocery store owners
must learn to compete with
large modern stores and online
retailers
could signal a change in a key
economic principle of the party.

The BJP opposes the

govern-
ment'sdecision inlate2012to ak-- i

sma]ltraders who form the crux

afﬁ:eparty'ssuppert
In a separate speech, Mnt!;
laid ouf a I

But Modi stopped short af
commentingon whetherhesup-
ports or opposes foreign invest-
ment inmmm “We should not

the challenges
trem global " he told a
- gatheringof the Confederation
of All India Traders. Rather, he
said, small traders should em-
phasise on qualityof theirprod-
uets to compete better and could
enter into contracts with bigon-
line retailers to create “virtual
‘malls in small shops™.
A key member of the Modi

comments that |

' f_edv.yet

suStarnabie

team said on condition of ano-
nymity that the party’s stand on
FDI in multi-brand retail re-
mains unchanged. =e said Modi
will go by the parwy’s stand on
the issue. Earlier this month,
the newly elected 3JP govern-
ment of Rajasthan rolled back
the decision to allow foreign in-
vestments inretail

‘No Tailor-made Soludons'»» 5
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No Tailor-made Solutions

»>From Page 1
More than half of the 28 state govern-
ments are against the policy,

Maodi, chief minister of Gujarat, said
healsofavoured introducinga nation-
wide goods and services tax (GST), a
long-pending reform expected to
bring a uniform market, reduce costs
of businesses and increase govern-
mentrevenue. _
 Many states, including BJP-ruled
ones, have resisted GST as they fear
loss of revenues if the raft of existing
levies werereplaced.

With the general elections fast ap-
proaching, Modi also laid out his eco-
nomie views separately at a confer-
ence on the Indian economy later in
the day. “Speedy, vet sustainable eco-
nomic growth thatis inclusive of allis
the need of the hour,” he told a crowd
of businessmen, bankers, economists
anddiplomats. AsIndiaisvast, hesaid
there are no tailor-made solutions for
the problems of the entire country.
“The government must identify the
strengths of each state and devise
strategies accordingly,” he said in an
hour-longspeech.

But for that the prime minister and

chief ministers must act as a team.
“This is not rocket science. The har-
mony is missing in decisions.”

Modialsorevealed hisplanstoaccom-
modate women in boosting growth.
“Women form 50% of the population,
but they assume that they have no role
in contributing to GDP growth.” The
truth is they play a huge role, be it ani-
mal husbandry, healthcare and hand-
icrafts, according to him.

Modi spoke in Hindi, which disap-
pointedatleasta fewforeign nationals

— people from 925 countries attended

the meeting, according to organisers

NarendraModi

Modi used the occasion to reply to a
potshot by finance minister P Chi-
dambaran who said in January that
““what he(Modi) knows abont peonom-
iescanbewrittenontheback of a post-
agestamp”.

He said he doesn’t even need a postal
stamp to present his economic vision
because it can be summed up in one
word — trustee. “You are the trustee
of the country's resources, not its
owner. For me, this much knowledge
isenough.”

Modi answered only two questions
from members of the audience, one of
which was related to energy security.
He said he preferred using the coun-
try’sownnatural resources such as so-
lar energy and wind energy to energy
imports. Still, Modi’s speech fell short
of laying out a clear economic blue-
print and he again could not resist

of the event — in the audience. Gene- throwing barbs at the central govern-
vieve Connors, a water resources spe- ment’s failures and extolling his own
cialist with the World Bank, said she achievements. Many times, he stuck to

only caught the gist of
the speech and the few
words Modi spoke in
English,

Brian Oravee, manag-
ing partner and CEQ, of
Realterm Global, an in-
frastructure company,
who had come to listen
to “the leading candi-
date in the elections”,
said he didn't under-
stand the speech at all.

Abdul Jabbar Al Say-
egh, chairman of Al
Sayegh Brothers, a com-
pany with interests in
oiland gas and based in
Abu Dhabi, had a friend
translate parts of Mo-
di'sspeech,

slogans than specifics, He said the 3Ds
— direction, devotion and determina-
tion — are key to economic develop-
ment. BJP spolesman Piyush Guyal
said at such forums one can only pre-
sent a mindset and not a blueprint,

Surjit Bhalla of Oxus Investments
agreed, saying Modi's speech was
about changing the mindset. “He laid
outa credible vision... if he had men-
tioned specifics T would have been dis-
appointed.” And few seemed to mind.
“He did not pretend he has all the an-
swers but he conveyed the confidence
indoing things,” said Connors.

Ajit Ranade, chief economist of the
Aditya Birla Group, said Modi articu-
lated a strong vision statement. “...it
wasa strong statement about inclusive

Tulsi Tanti, managing director of
Suzlon Energy; said he was happy that
Modi’s basic fundamentals are clear
for the sustainable economy, agricul-
ture, industry and services.”
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BJP's Prime Ministerial candi-
date Narendra Mpdi today said
trade and commerce should be
made the cornerstone of In-
dia's foreign policy. He sig-
naled that he is in favour of
foreign direct investment (FDI)

: and urged the trading com-
“munity not to run away from
global challenges but face
them.

Addressing a meeting of
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) here, the Gu-
jarat chief minister promised
to scrap major unnecessary
laws if the NDA comes to pow-

_er as it appears that the gov-

" ernment so far believes "all are
thieves". He did not oppose FDI
in retail.

Batting for a massive ‘kaya-
kalp (complete overhaul) of
governance, Modi pitched hard
for a strong federal structure
and said the fashion of run-
ning the affairs of the country
from Delhi should stop. States
must be trusted to govern, he

Narendra Modi at a talk on ‘Economic
Growth-The Way Forward' organised by
Bhartiya Vitta Salahkar Samiti in New Delhi
on Thursday. =Subrata Dutta

said.

"I don't know if it will bene-
fit me politically.. Trading
community should not run
away from global challenges.
They should not think they
will die if businesses go on-
ling. You demand from govern-
ment to help build your capaci-
ty to meet challenges. A small
town buyer is also looking for
branded products,” he said.

Modi said small traders

should emphasise on the quali-
ty of their products to compete
better as even housewives and
rural customers these days
cared about 'brands’, "We
should not meet to decide how
to escape from this (global
trade) but how to take it on.
You should enhance your qual-
ity and filter out those whose
quality is suspect,” he said.
Slamming the alleged web

of laws and regulations in the

country, he said the External
Affairs ministry or foreign pol-
icy engine room should focus
on "economic diplomacy and
trade and commerce". "Times
have changed, the core work of
external affairs ministry today
is trade and commerce," he un-
derlined.

Modi's statement is signifi-
cant as BJP is opposing FDI in
retail and the Vasundhara Raje
government in Rajasthan has
rolled back the FDI move,

Commenting on his re-
marks, Kishore Biyani of re-
tail chain Future Group, today
said that Modi's speech "looks
like a strategic direction” and
that these comments and clari-

ty will help industry and for-
elgn players to.take decisions.

Stating that there were too
many laws in the country,
Maodi said "the country cannot
run like this, people and gov-
ernment should trust each
other". "If we get chance per-
haps in about few months, we
will do away with so many
laws," he said.

Modi shared the traders'
concerns over "complicated
and too many" laws and
lengthy forms for VAT, etc.,
and said at times he felt that a
law should be made which stip-
ulates that a new law can come
into force only when 10 old

laws are scrapped.

Addressing two other meet-
ings during his day-long en-
gagements in the Capital today,
Modi targeted Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for his re-
frain about "coalition compul-
sions", "Instead of calling coa-
litions as compulsions, the -
question is whether you have
zero tolerance policy towards
corruption or not. Situation
can improve if the people at
the top are resolute. The coali-

Modi signals shift in favour of FDI

tions should not be blamed".
Modi offered himself as &
strong leader and said almost
tongue-in-cheek, "The main
grudge against me is that I
don't succumb to pressure...’
there are people who have

'made a living on the basis of

this grudge”.

Addressing the Chartered
Accountants Assotiation, he
offered condolences to the fam-
ilies of those who lost their
lives in INS Sindhuratna frage-

A

BJP leader Arun Jaitley to-
day said Modi has been able to
overcome a sustained cam-
paign against him over the
2002 Gujarat riots. "But he
(Modi) had the capability to go
over the head of the mediaand,
directly communicate with the
people where your views are
believed more than what is be-

. ing said against you," Jaitley

said speaking at the launch of
a book Narendra Modi - a vic-
tim of manipulations'.

"Hundreds were killed in
police firing in Gujarat. It
shows that the police was on
the job," Jaitley added.
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Modi seeks to scrap ‘complex wek

Asks traders not to
be scared of global
competition or
g-commerce

e

DEEPAK K UPRETI m NEW DELH|

S”lt_rong]y ﬁitching for abol-
ishing “the complex web of
laws” in the country, BJP’s
prime ministerial candidale
Narendra Modi on Thursday
called for simplifying them
with a clear aim to “emipuwer
common man.” He also asked
traders not to be scared of e-
commerce and instead inno-
vate and improvise with
Information Technology to
counter global competition,
He wondered why the
country was perceived in sep-
arate hrackets (Government,
States, people, police etc) and
why the thought “we are all
separate and are not workin
for one country” was instilled.
“This mi]:l')edset of over 60
years need to be changed” Modi
said while addressi?:g:g 1,500 rep-
resentatives at a two-day con-
ference organised here by All
India Confederation of Traders
here at Siri Fort auditorium.
Seeking “a root and branch

change’, he said there was a
need for a complete transfor-
mation in country’s machinery
“from the PM to Peon’”,

“Jab bhi hum ayenge ...60
days left... tab 60 saal ke gadde
bharne honge) Modi said
amidst applause. He invited
another round of cheer when
he said he was not a man who
calculates profit or loss (while
taking steps). “I was not born
that way,” he added.

Looking 10 years ahead
[tunt now, Modi said this trans-
formation would make 75-year-
old Independent India “young
agaln’. Modl sald the country
should not be run from Delhi
and States “should be trusted”

He said there was an urgent
need to “simplify laws” in the
country and doing away with
host of tax forms. He main-
tained there was a thinking in
Government or its agencies
like incowe lax depurlinent
that “all others are thieves”, It is
not law but “trust that runs
sncielﬁ" he maintained adding
“this thinking is beginning for
transformation”,

Asking traders not to be
scared of global competition or
e-commerce, he sought them to
innovate and invent newer
ways to outwit competition
from malls. He said they should
adept themselves to new infor-

BJP's prime ministerial candidate Narendra

Traders National Summt in New Deh on

mation tcchnologz and “fight
rather run away’ from the
trade competition,

He was responding to the
demand for a ban on e-com-
merce by general secretary of
All India Confederation of
traders Praveen Khandelwal

Modi addresses traders during the

Thursday PTI

who said the 62 per cen
increase in the sector was
“affecting domestic retail”

He said retail traders
should make powerful portals
and reach out even to villages
by creating a “virtual mall” and
compete with major malls. But

for this, Modi said, the [

Government should bulld
capacity with surplus power
supply and internet reach every
where in the country.,

Modi interspersed his
address giving interesting
insight into ancient trade prac-
tices and wisdom. He said
while traveling in a small
Russian state of Astrakhan, he
came across a number of shops
with names “Okha” which he
recalled was a port in Gujarat
(in Jamnagar district). When he
inquired about the practice of
naming thops 0s “Oltha”, he
was told that it suggested “a
good brand” bearing credibil-
ity and trusted by Russians,

While addressing the
Issues relating to the gover-
nance, Gujarat Chief Minister
said India's External Affairs
Ministry was working “in old
and ontdated ways” “Why not
think of trade or commerce
diplomacy;’ he asked saying the
old beaten paths should be
done away with.

Referring to the ancient
wisdom that easily merged with
practical knowledge, he gavean
example as how “supari” (Betel
nut) farming generated employ-
ment in ggugth India th(]:ucy
“supari” has “no health value”
Modi said our ancestors intro-
duced “supari” as a must in all

L

“Pujas” and it became a bj
trade, “This is a vision." he sajcﬁ

Senior BJP leader Murli is now not |
Manohar Joshi, who also set up its shoy

Py

addressed t}
said Walmar
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